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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF

LAURIE 8. SCHEIDEGGER, R.C.P.,
LICENSEE.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
FOR REMEDIAL EDUCATION

oltueEIt U U 0 7  1 2 :`;

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance Case No. 20 MED 209

The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Laurie 8.  Scheidegger, R.C.P.
Wausau, WI  54401

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison,  WI  53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional  Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison,  WI   53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Medical Examining Board

(Board).   The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly, the Board  in this matter adopts the attached  Stipulation and makes the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Licensee Laurie B.  Scheidegger, R.C.P. (DOB xx-xx-1958)  is licensed by the
state of Wisconsin as a respiratory care practitioner, having license number 2306-28, first issued
on October 3,1997, with registration current through June 30, 2022.   Licensee's most recent
address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department)
is  in  Wausau,  Wisconsin  54401.

2.           At all times relevant to this matter, Licensee worked as a respiratory care

practitioner at a nursing home in Marathon, Wisconsin (Facility).

3.           On May 23, 2020, Licensee provided care to patient A, a 30-year-old male
resident who was ventilator-dependent for chronic respiratory failure and confined to wheelchair.



4.           Licensee checked patientA's ventilatorat the beginning of her shift which
included assessing the ventilator system power cord. Licensee found the power cord securely
attached to the ventilator.   Licensee felt the power cord with her hand and saw a black power
cord plugged into the red power receptacle.   Licensee assumed the black cord was Patient A's
ventilator power cord.

5.           At 9:50 p.in., Licensee was called to patient A's room after a nurse discovered
Patient A was not breathing and uuresponsive.   A code was called and staff unsuccessfully
attempted to resuscitate Patient A, who expired.

6.            During the Facility's investigation of the incident, it was determined that patient
A's ventilator was not plugged in, and that resident's black computer cord was plugged into red

power receptacle instead of the ventilator cord.

7.           Licensee admits that when performing the ventilator check, she should have
continued to feel the entire length of the cord rather than assuming from a visual check that the
ventilator was plugged in.   Licensee also admits that "alarm fatigue" may have contributed to the
error as Patient A's ventilator frequently alarmed.

8.            In resolution of this matter, Licensee consents to the entry of the following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The wisconsin Medical Examining Board is authorized to enter into the attached
Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

ORDER

I.            The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.            Within six (6) months of the date of this order, Laurie B. Scheidegger, R.C.P.,
shall at her own expense take and successfully complete four (4) hours of education on the topic
of appropriate mechanical ventilation, and one (1) hour of education on the topic of ventilator
alarm safety as follows:

a.    Licensee shall be responsible for obtaining the courses required under this Order,
for providing adequate course descriptions to the Department Monitor, and for
obtaining pre-approval  of the courses from the Board or its designee prior to the
commencement of the courses. Licensee must take and pass any exam offered for
the courses.

b.    The course offered by the American Association for Respiratory Care entitled
ye7?fz./cz/or 4/o7'm Sc7/edy (which is part of its Mechanical Ventilation Course
Package) has been preapproved as meeting the one (I) hour ventilator alarm
safety education requirement.



c.    The  Board's  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of credit  hours  and/or
education  topics  in  response  to  a  request  from  Licensee.  The  monitoring  liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining  if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.    Licensee shall submit proof of successful completion of the education in the form
of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.   None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements
that have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department.

3.           Requests for course approval and proof of successful course completion shall be
sent by Licensee to the Department Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal  Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison,  WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@,wisconsin.gov

Licensee may also submit this information online via DSPS'  Monitoring Case Management
System,  here:   htt_Ds://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov/

4.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By: \...`  .,``` ;   `\.``-`.``  ,",
A Member of the Board

16 December 2020

Date
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE REDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN TEE MATTER OF THE LICENSE 0F

LAURIE 8. SCIREIDEGGER, R.C.P.,
LICENSEE.

__

STIPULATION
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Division of I.egal Serviees and Compliance Case No. 20 MED 209

Licensee I,aurie 8. Scheidegger, R.C.P., and the Division of Legal Services and
Compliance,DapartmentofSafetyandProfes§ionalServices,stipulateasfollows:

I.          This stipulation fs entered into as a result ofa pending investigation by the
Division of Legal Services and Compliance.  Licensee consents to the resolution of this
investigation by Stipulation

2.          Licensee understands that by signing this stipulation, licensee voluntarily and
knowingly waives the following rights:

•    the right to a hearing on the allegations against Licensee, at which time the State has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•    the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against Licensee;
•     the right to can witnesses on Licensee's behalf and to compel their attendance by

subpeena;'
•    the riBhtto testify on Licensee's own bchalf;
•    the right to file objeedons to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral

arguments to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•     the right to petition for rehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Licensee under the United States Constitunon, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wiscousin Administrative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Licensee is aware ofLicensee's right to seek legal representation and l]as been
provided an opportunity to obtain legal courisel before signing this Stipulation.

4..       Licensee agrees to the adoption ofthc attached Final Deeision and order for
Remedial Education by the Wisconsin Medical Examining Board (Board)   The parties to the
Stipulation consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order for Remedial Education
without further notice, plerfug, appearance or consent of the parties.  Licensee waives au rights
to any appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the form as attached.

5.          If the terns of this stipulation are pot acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be retuned to tl]e Division
of Legal Services and Compliance for further proceedings.  In the event that the Stipulation is
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not accepted by tl]e Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board has been prejudiced or
bjased in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the
Division of Legal Services and Com|]Liance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an
advisor in this investigation may appear before the Board in open or closed session, without the
presence Of Licensee, for purposes of speaking in support of thi.s agreement and answering
questions that any member of the Bc.and ray have in connection with deliberations on the
Stipulation.  Additionany, any such advisor may vote on whether the Board should accept this
Stipulation and issue the attached Final I)eeision and Order for Remedial Education.

7.          Licensee is informed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the Board's
Final lhajsion and Order for Remedial Education is a public record and will be published in
accordance with standa[d I)epament procedure.

8.          The Division of Legal services and compliance joins Licensee in recommending
the Bc>and adapt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order for Remedial
Education.

Collecn Mgloy, Attorney
Department of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI  53707-7190

12/3/2020

Date


